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Quiet and highly atmospheric music conveying the magic of sparse textures and subtle 
harmonic progessions: “The Promise”, Tsabropoulos’ sixth album for ECM – and, in his own 
words, his “most personal” to date – offers eleven gentle miniatures, most of them originals, 
with the opening theme “The Other” as a recurring, though constantly varied, leitmotiv. 
Throughout, sophisticated phrasing and meticulous sound control are imbued with poetic 
sensitivity. The pianist’s first solo album “Akroasis” (ECM 1737; released in 2003) was based 
on ancient Byzantine Greek music, whereas his new pieces, following his intense 
collaboration with German cellist Anja Lechner and Italian percussionist U.T. Gandhi on 
“Melos”, evoke similar oriental flavours while being informed by wider, more international 
musical contexts.  
 
Although 90% of the music is written – the material was composed within a comparatively 
short period of some weeks before being recorded – it maintains the dreamy elasticity of 
spontaneously improvised ballads. “It is most important to me to work with a wide array of 
sonic colours in an almost orchestral mode. In some passages I imagine to have a string 
ensemble at hand, sometimes it’s a wind soloist I’m trying to evoke. Every single note has to 
be shaded and weighed most carefully, they all have to be treated as being part of a larger 
melodic line.” In his most recent music, Tsabropoulos who still today performs some of the 
great piano concertos on the concert platform quite deliberately relinquishes all virtuosity and 
outward effect. “It can be very easy to play many fast notes, however, for me, it’s a principle 
of life that less is more: Simplicity is the most difficut thing to achieve. Both as performer and 
as a listener I’m trying to find beauty inside the things, in details and nuances and in parts 
which are not so obvious.” The listener is thus asked to take his time with the music, to 
concentrate and to discover his own path – therein lies the “promise” of this record. 
 
Vassilis Tsabropoulos was born in Athens in 1966 and, at age ten, won a UNESCO piano 
competition. He subsequently studied in Athens, Paris, Salzburg and at Juilliard School of 
Music with amongst others Rudolf Serkin and Tatjana Nikolayeva soon performing with 
orchestras such as the Czech Philharmonic and the Houoston Symphony Orchestra. With the 
encouragement of Chick Corea, he began to improvise in jazz contexts. Ever since he has 
followed parallel paths. His association with bassist Arild Andersen brought him to ECM in 
1999. After releasing a solo album “Akroasis”, based on Byzantine hymns, he formed a duo 
with German cellist Anja Lechner, their debut recording “Chants, Hymns and Dances” with 
music of Gurdjieff and Tsabropoulos was an international cross-cultural success, its sequel 
“Melos” (2008, with U.T.Gandhi) being reviewed in an equally favorable manner. 
Tsabropoulos has composed pieces for various line-ups from piano solo to orchestral.  
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The Press on “Melos”  
 
As Lechner and Tsabropoulos approach improvisation from the simpatico position of similar 
musical backgrounds, their growth as a duo is palpable, not just in their increasing sense of 
freedom, bolstered by Gandhi’s equally rarified approach, but in the reflective, pensive 
moments where they speak with a single voice. Both are virtuosic players, whose strong 
personalities are evident throughout Melos’ hour-long program. … The music itself becomes 
almost secondary to a shared intimacy captured so beautifully as to make each successive 
listen a new and more rewarding experience. 

John Kelman, All About Jazz 
 
Sehr elegisch, in tiefem Moll und von fragiler Melancholie getragen, setzen der griechische 
Pianist Vassilis Tsabropoulos und die deutsche Cellistin Anja Lechner den Dialog fort, den 
sie vor vier Jahren mit dem Album Chants, Hymns And Dances aufnahmen. … Wenn der 
italienische Perkussionist U.T. Gandhi als Dritter dazu stößt, dann weicht das allzu 
Schwermütige gelegentlich einer gewissen Leichtig- und Schwerelosigkeit, kommt ein fast 
tänzerisches Element in die Musik. … Wie auf einer Wolke schwebt das Trio durch den 
östlichen Mittelmeerraum und unternimmt sanfte Vorstöße in den Orient. 

Ssirus W. Pakzad, Jazzthing 
 
In their lovely 2004 ECM album, Chants, Hymns and Dances, Tsabropoulos and Lechner 
explored the music of the Greek-Armenian sage Gl Gurdjieff… On their latest release 
Tsabropoulos ist he main composer with 12 strongly individual pieces to Gurdjieff’s three; 
percussion is added on some and improvisation is given more scope. Lechner, a sublimely 
beautiful cellist, by now shares with the pianist a rapport that transcends intimacy; both 
inhabit the music to become conduits for it. The results, bridging classical and Eastern 
sources, are not only exquisite but also multilayered. 

Ray Comiskey, Irish Times 
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